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¾Wetlines Update

¾2010 EPA Emissions Standards
¶SCR (Selective Catalytic Reduction)

¶NOx (Nitrogen Oxides)

¶DEF (Diesel Exhaust Fluid)

¾Vehicle Sizes and Weights

¾Issues with Cleanouts?

¾Other?



H.R. 4106, The Hazardous Materials 

Transportation Safety Act of 2009



¾The Old Challenge
ÅPrevious proposed rule (HM -213B) was a PHMSA 

òregulatoryó process .

¶Withdrawn December 30, 2004 NPRM.

¶PHMSA concluded that further regulation would not 

produce the level of benefits they originally expected 

and that the quantifiable benefits of proposed 

regulatory approaches would not justify the 

corresponding costs. 



¾The New Challenge
ÅNov. 4, 2009 - H.R. 4016 released for review.

¶The challenge this time is that this is a legislative 

process. H.R. 4016 is a proposed House of 

Representatives bill. 

¶Congress does not need to consider cost/benefit analysis as 

does PHMSA.

¶Congress  can enact law requiring PHMSA  to regulate.

¶This could be a political, not a regulatory decision.



¾The Biggest Challenge
ÅWetlines is being worked on 3 fronts.

¶NTSB 

¶Originally initiated a wetlines safety advisory and requested 

PHMSA to provide regulation and continues to force the 

issue.

¶House of Representatives

¶Legislation  - H.R. 4016

¶PHMSA

¶Due to increase pressure from NTSB and H.R., new proposed 

rule making expected later this year.



¾Current Wetlines Regulation
Å173.33 (e) Retention of hazardous materials in 

product piping during transportation .

¶DOT specification cargo tanks used for the 

transportation of any material that is a Division 6.1 

(poisonous liquid) material, oxidizer liquid, liquid 

organic peroxide or corrosive liquid (corrosive to 

skin only) may not be transported with hazardous 

materials lading retained in the piping, unless the 

cargo tank motor vehicle is equipped with bottom 

damage protection devices 



¾H.R. 4016 Proposal
ÅSec. 202: Requirements Relating to External 

Product Piping on Cargo tanks Transporting 

Flammable Liquid.

¶Shall prohibit  the transportation of a Class 3 

flammable liquid in the external piping of a cargo 

tank motor vehicle  manufactured on or after the 2-

year period beginning on the date of enactment.

¶No person may offer for transportation or transport a 

Class 3 flammable liquid in the external piping of a 

cargo tank motor vehicle on or after Dec. 31, 2020



¾Wetlines are a risk -risk problem.
ÅObvious risk to maintain the status quo.

¶8 wetlines incidents identified, 7 deaths directly related 

to wetlines incidents from 1992 -2002.

¶1 wetline death in last 10 years.

ÅRisk to repair personnel to retrofit.

¶19 workers have died while working on cargo tanks used to 

haul flammable materials since 1998. 



¾ Limitation on Applicability
¾ Does not apply to:

¶ A cargo tank motor vehicle designed and constructed with 

engine, body, and cargo tank permanently mounted on the 

same chassis with product piping protected from impact by 

another motor vehicle by the structural components of the 

cargo tank motor vehicle, such as damage protection guards, 

framing members, or wheel assemblies.

¶ Hazardous material residue that remains in the external 

piping after the piping has been drained.

¶ The amount of residue allowed must be defined.

¶ Typical DOT-407 could be directly affected.



Stock Center Unload 7000 gallon DOT 407:



Stock Center Unload 7000 gallon DOT 407:



Stock Center Unload 7000 gallon DOT 407:



¾ Crash Cage



¾ Short Lines


